
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 

PREFACE. 

THB following Papers are a few of fuch as havi 
cam loft fear to the Royal Society, which the 
Perfons Interefled in, have given leave Jhould he 
printed. I am fo fenfible of my mn Weak- 
njef, and have fo good an Opinion of the Abilities of 
the Jcveral Perfons who have f avowed the Society with 
thefe Communications, that I have not abridged or changd 
any thing in them, hut when it was poffible, had them Corrected 
hythofe who Communicated them, there is no doubt hut 
the more /difcerni»g mil make a great difference between 
what is related in them <v Matter of Faft, Experiment, 
or Qhfervaticn, and what is Hypothecs. The firfi fort 
ef Relations (of which aH thefe Papers contain, feme) are, and 
nmfi always £<? ufefol, and the latter ntty be fafs'd over by 
fuch as aijltke them. For my own part fuch Hypothecs 
4sare, pr.fkaU be found in any Papers of mine, f have fo 
little regard for them, that confidering what has happened t$ 
ethers better qualified than my felf, I mufi conclude, that 
future Accidents, and Qbfetvations, will make them g« 
iff, and he hereafter (ucceeded by others more plaufible. 
The mf chiefs thefe Hypothefes, and their Authors have 
done, by putting People from further fearch, out of the way, 
and making them wrefi Matters of Fa£l to their Fancies, 
have been very great. There is a very memorable inflame 
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The PREFACE. 

cf this in the fefuits Bark, which was oppofed by Phyfid- 
avs from 1640. or thereabouts, tiU about twenty, years 
fince : the Arguments ufed againft it, were drawn from 
its being no alterer or voider of thofe Humours, which the 
mo ft fart cf Phyficians, had then fettled by their Hypo- 
thefes to be the caufe of fuch Diftempers. A poor Indian 
who firfl taught the Cure of an Ague, of which the Lady 
of the Count de Chiocon (Governor of Peru, in \6%%.y 
wm Sicky overthrew with one fimple Med/cine, without 
any preparation, all the Hypothecs, and Theories of 
Agues, which were fupported by fome Scores not to jay 
Hundreds of Volumes, and 'tis plain did mifchief by bin- 
dering the advantage Men might have received fooner 
from . fo innocent and beneficial a Remedy. I fay this not 
to repoach Phyfitians, who do well to~be wary in the ufe of 
a new Remedy, till Experience confirms it to be Harmlefs ; 
butbecaufe there are fome Specifc Medicines mentioned in 
thefe Tranf actions for the Cure of other Difeafes, and more 
are defigned for the jucceedtng Tear. J have mentioned 
the names of the Perfons from whom, and to whom Letters 
were fent, and the Circumfianc(s of the feveral Relati- 
ons that came to my Hands, that they may be either relied 
on, Convicted of fal[hood, or further inquired into by thofe 
who defire to be better fatisfied. More might have beenfaid 
of Book's, but I think that part fufficiently handled by others, 
and not fo material here, the Informations to he had in or- 
dinary Extracts and Epitomes being not.fo fdtisfactory t& 
my who would have a full knowledge of the Matters con- 
tained in the Books themfelves, the beft things being fome- 
times left out according to the underflanding, fiudies, or 
liking of the Abridger. I am forry fo , many mi flakes 
happen in the Prefs, there will always be fome, and thefe 
Tranfaffions have been the more incorrect for being done 
eft en Jn fuch hafie as not to adtnit of a Revife. 
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